War on the Homefront

Spotlight Canada Textbook Exercise

Read pp. 107 – 122
Due Date: Friday, March 4, 2016
Define and state the historical significance of the following terms.  Where the terms are grouped, define them as a cluster, in a paragraph, as they are all related. 

Terror at Home:  Mont Blanc, Imo and Halifax Explosion

Canadian Nativism:  Enemy Aliens, War Measures Act and Internment Camps 
Paying for the War:   Rationing, Victory Bonds, Thrift Stamps, Income Tax and Business Profit Tax

Supplying the Troops and Allies:  Imperial Munitions Board, Profiteering 

Managing the Message: Propaganda and Censorship

New Roles for Women:  Suffragists, Wartime Elections Act, Dominion Elections Act

The Conscription Crisis:  Conscription, Henri Bourassa, Military Service Bill, Military Voters Act, Wartimes Elections Act, Pacifists
Canada: a people’s history - Ordeal by Fire

Episode Beginning

1. How does the soldier describe the war in his letter home in the opening segment?

2. What are the reasons Canadian men sign up to fight?

3. Seventy percent of all enlistments share what in common?

 4. What message is attempting to be conveyed about the Germans in the short propaganda film?

  5. What is “internment”?

 6. What was the stance of the Canadian government/military toward minorities involvement in the war?
Spoils of War

1. Who was Sam Hughes?  What role did he play during the Great War?

2. Provide three examples of the “horrid kind of supplies” that Canada made during the war?

3.  What is meant by “profiteering”? Why was profiteering perceived as a bad thing during the war?

City of Sorrow
1. Why did the Imo and the Mont Blanc find themselves in “the same lane”?
2. How much of Halifax was destroyed?
3. How many people are killed? Wounded?
4. Why is the Halifax Harbour explosion significant in Canadian History?
A Broken Promise

1. Why were people ‘borrowing’ babies at this time?
2. What promise did Prime Minister Borden break in 1917? Why?
3. Who is most upset over the issue of Conscription? Who is their most outspoken member

4. Who is given the vote for the first time in 1917? Why?

5. How many conscripts apply for exemption?

6. Why is there a huge riot on Easter Sunday, 1918? Where?
