CHC2

NAME:________________

VIDEO: OPRAH WINFREY AND ELIE WIESEL

AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU


This video features footage that is both graphic and emotionally disturbing.  The point is not to entertain, but to inform and to be sure that “we remember.” Here is the link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IJ4mpCDVpE 
As you watch, jot down some reactions to the following questions:

1. Elie Wiesel came to Auschwitz when he was 15 years old (the same age as many of you).  Who did he come with?  What happened to them?

2. There are several parts of the video that might stick in one’s mind.  Which parts affected you most? (shocked, surprised, horrified…)

3. After the video is finished, write a paragraph describing your reaction to it – how did you feel?  Come up with a topic sentence.  In the rest of the paragraph, be sure to include several things you learned in the video when describing your reaction.  If you are having trouble getting started, here are some things you could consider (these are just suggestions):

-the place itself (the size, the organization, etc.)

-the treatment of the prisoners (when they arrived; those who survived, those who did not)

-the dehumanization the prisoners underwent

-how could human beings (the Nazis) be capable of such atrocities?  

-the things left behind (shoes, hair, clothes, pictures, suitcases, etc.)

-some of the things Elie said:


-he thought it might be “the end of history.” (describing how he felt at 15 years old)


-“in those times, it was human to be inhuman.” (describing the Nazis)


-Jews were deprived first of their addresses - their homes, then their families, their names, and finally their lives.


-“individual deaths” were a “privilege” (talking about the execution of the political prisoners in Block 11)


-How many Nobel winners died at age one … or two…?

-“No.  We remember.”

Your paragraph will be given a communication mark:

Level 1
-limited clarity



-limited insight, depth expressed



-limited specific evidence from video

Level 2
-sometimes clear



-sometimes insightful, shows some depth of expression



-some specific evidence from video

Level 3
-often clear



-often insightful, shows good depth of expression



-good choices of evidence/details from the video

Level 4
-excellent clarity



-very insightful, shows excellent depth of expression



-excellent choices of evidence/details from the video
