Integrating Evidence

In order to create a strong and convincing paper, evidence is required to support the arguments presented. Evidence can be brought into an argument either through direct quotations or the paraphrasing of another’s ideas. There are some important rules to follow to integrate evidence properly.

· Use quotation marks around direct wording from a source

· Never start a sentence with a quotation

· Direct quotations cannot stand alone as a sentence

· Frame the quotation by introducing the context and source in your own words
· Final punctuation is to be within the quotation marks

· Ensure that the entire sentence (context and quotation) flows together and make grammatical sense

· To omit words use ellipsis marks ... and to add words use square brackets [like this]
· Cite the sources of all evidence presented with footnotes or endnotes
There are also important rules to follow for proper citations.

· Use footnotes/endnotes to reference material – not in text citations

· Follow the Chicago Style for formatting

· Include the specific page number from which the quotation was taken

· A Superscript number indicating the Footnote/Endnote is placed at the end of the sentence

· Citations are tracked numerically based on occurrence – not the source

· All titles are to be underlined or italicised 

· The first time a source is referenced the full citation is needed 

· Subsequent references only require the author’s last name and page number unless more than one work from the same author is used – in which case the reference to the title is also included
By following the above rules, you will ensure a good use of evidence that will strengthen your argument. Remember that it is important not only to include evidence, but also to properly integrate the evidence within your work. By not properly placing evidence within a context that gives background information, as Howatson states, “the reader will be unclear about the evidence and therefore the argument will be weakened.”
 You should always strive to introduce the reader to the source of the evidence in order to add a sense of authority to your argument. Keep in mind that a direct quotation is a great way to integrate evidence but is not the only way. If you find evidence that does not easily fit into your work as a direct quotation, you can, as Case explains, simply rephrase the idea or information presented in the evidence into your own words, and of course properly acknowledge the source.
 This technique is known as paraphrasing and if mastered, will make your arguments stronger.
 Regardless of which method of integrating evidence is used, a proper citation of the source is required. Remember that a failure to properly cite your sources is considered plagiarism. 
Integrating Evidence – A Practical Example
What follows is a series of excerpts from a book by historian, Geoffrey Best.  If you were writing an essay on Churchill, you could use parts of these excerpts in your essay, as evidence.
At the beginning of the Second World War the reputation of Winston Churchill was that of a gifted politician who had twice changed parties, an impulsive man prone to impractical enthusiasms, and a Conservative backbencher who opposed the foreign policy of his leader - the prime minister, Neville Chamberlain.

Six years later, Churchill towered above all contemporaries as a statesman of international renown. He was known as the champion of freedom and civilisation, and the victorious leader of the British nation and empire at war. How did this transformation happen?

The change did not begin to happen until 1940, when the war was nine months old. Even his enemies had recognised that Churchill would have to be brought into the government in the event of war - his military expertise was universally acknowledged, and his criticisms of Chamberlain's policy of appeasement had after all proved justified - and he had been made First Lord of the Admiralty. In this capacity he was given charge only of the Royal Navy, a position that, after ten years in the political wilderness, he was content to accept.

Best, Geoffrey. “Winston Churchill: Defender of Democracy.” BBC History. (March 30, 2011) http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/churchill_defender_01.shtml

Here are three examples illustrating how you could integrate the evidence from these excerpts  into your essay on Churchill. 
Example 1

Winston Churchill was a natural leader, who as Geoffrey Best notes “opposed the foreign policy of his leader.”

Example 2
Geoffrey Best acknowledges that Churchill was “as a statesman of international renown” and was “the champion of freedom and civilisation.”
 
Example 3

Even Churchill’s enemies acknowledged the threat he posed to them, in particular Best asserts, his military experiences and criticism of the policies of appeasement by his predecessor.
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