Grade 11 Law Media Study with Annotated Bibliography

The purpose of this exercise is two fold:
1. To get you to analyze stories in the news that discuss legal issues.  This will enable you to connect the legal understanding that you have developed in this course to the real world.  You will need to demonstrate to me that you can apply the legal concepts to events that are happening in Canadian Society today.

And


2. To develop effective digital research skills that will enable you to analyze sources for their credibility and reliability and cite those sources using proper bibliographic style. 

Task #1:  Current Events Journal 
You must find four articles from Canadian media sources that involve an issue or event directly related to law.  Your issue or event could be related to the Charter, Human Rights, Criminal or Civil law.  For each of these articles you must do the following;
1. Record the title of the article, the author of the article, the media source from which you obtained the article, the date and the URL. This information has to be recorded in proper bibliographic format.  Please use the style guide provided.

2. Summarize the content of the article, highlighting the main points

3. Outline the legal issues or conflicts presented in the article.  This is where you apply the concepts learned in this course to demonstrate your understanding of how those concepts apply to actual, specific situations. i.e. 

a) what is the source of law:  criminal, civil, administrative, constitutional (Charter or Human Rights Code violations)
b) what are the opposing positions in this case?
c) What are the legal questions that need to be resolved? 

4. State your opinion of the event or the issue and support that opinion.  This should be more than two lines; thus, you are encouraged to choose articles that interesting to you or present controversial subjects. 



Task #2:  Annotated Bibliography
Stage One:  Research
Choose one the issues/events that you have discussed in your Current Events Journal and find additional, specific sources on that topic.  The sources you choose must be both credible and reliable.  You must find a minimum of 5 sources on your chosen topic.  These sources could include relevant case law, articles from journals, government documents or additional new articles.

Stage Two:  Create a bibliography of sources and provide annotations for each source
 Once you have found your sources, you must record them in proper bibliographic style.  Use the style guide provided to do this properly.  Do not forget to put the sources in alphabetical order.
For each source you also must provide an annotation.  This annotation must be more than one sentence. For each annotation you must indicate:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]What the source is generally about and how it helped you to understand you chosen topic more effectively
2. How you determined the source to be both credible and reliable

Evaluation for this assignment
Current Events Journal
Communication:  10 Marks
· the highlights of the news story effectively outline the basic events and issues
· the journals are carefully written in terms of style and structure

Knowledge:  20 Marks
· An understanding of the legal issues is demonstrated
Thinking:  20 Marks
· A clear opinion is expressed supported by reasons for that opinion 
Annotated Bibliography
Communication: 15 Marks
· Proper bibliographic style is followed
Application:  20 Marks
· Annotations are effectively done
· Quality of sources
