 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
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Paragraph One:  Introduction to Essay



1.  Introduction to essay topic. Minimal  background information.  Limit this to a few sentences.


2.  Thesis Statement:  the controlling idea of the paper a statement of opinion vs. fact.  A thesis establishes what you will prove 


3.  "Game plan" statement(s):  introduce your arguments. It is often easiest and most logical to think about a three part body/ argument structure. 

Paragraphs 2, 3, 4: Body of Essay

Paragraph 2:  Argument 1
(i) Topic sentence which introduces Argument 1 and links it to your thesis


(ii) Introduce the first evidence point (a) in your own words. This will most likely be a case summary.  Explain enough details of the case to be able to prove your point in the analysis.  Your first footnote will come at the end of the explanation of the case.
If you are quoting an article or an expert be sure to note not only who is speaking, but with what authority that person speaks, when he/she made the statement if relevant. You must always include a footnote at the end of a quotation.
iii) Provide your own analysis for the evidence you have just presented to support point (a). Be sure to link your analysis explicitly to your topic sentence, i.e. explain why the case you presented for evidence demonstrates that the Charter has either had a positive or negative effect on Canadian society


iv)  Introduce the second evidence point (b) in your own words. Explain the case or the reference and include a footnote after you have presented the evidence.
v) Provide your own analysis for the evidence you have just presented to support point (b). Be sure to link your analysis explicitly to your topic sentence, i.e. explain why the case you presented for evidence demonstrates that the Charter has either had a positive or negative effect on Canadian society

Conclusion to Argument 1:  Summarize evidence points (a) and (b) and explain how they support your argument
The Transition from Argument 1 to Argument 2 should occur in the topic sentence of Argument 2, not in the conclusion to Argument 1. 

Follow the same format for succeeding Arguments (2 and 3) in body of essay.
Paragraph 5:  Conclusion to Essay
Summarize your general arguments (1, 2, and 3)                       

Restate thesis
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